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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 27, 29-30, and 32-34 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on September 22, 2008. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: it does not appear that the specification provides antecedent basis for "a 
second angle between an outside surface of the cutting body and a disk-shaped or plate-shaped 
surface of the base body" as set forth in claim 28. 

Claim 26 sets forth a method for milling recesses 13 into a workpiece 11, comprising: 
providing a milling tool 10, the milling tool 10 including a base body 14 and at least one cutting 
body 15 situated on an outer periphery of the base body 14, the cutting body 15 being angled in 
relation to the base body 14... Note that the cutting body (or bodies) 15 are "angled" in relation 
to the base body 14 at an angle "PHI" (shown in Figure 1). Claim 28 further recites that "the 
angle corresponds approximately to a second angle between an outside surface of the cutting 
body and a disk-shaped or plate-shaped surface of the base body". However, the specification 
does not appear to mention any "second" angle corresponding to "PHI", but instead, as described 
in paragraph 0018, it appears that "PHI" is the angle between the outside surface 18 of the 
cutting body 15 and the disk- shaped or plate-shaped surface 19 of the base body 14. In other 
words, it appears that the specification only teaches one such angle, and that the "angled" 
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arrangement, and/or the "angle" of claims 26 and 28 is the same angle as the claimed "second 
angle". In any case, it does not appear that the specification as originally filed provides 
antecedent basis for any such "second angle. . ." as set forth in claim 28. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 26, 28, and 3 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 26 recites the limitation "the cutting body" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim (previously "at least one. . ."). 

In claim 28, it is unclear as set forth which angle constitutes "the angle" as set forth, and 
in what way such "corresponds" to the claimed "second angle" as it would appear that the two 
angles referred to are the same angle. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States, 
(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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6. Claims 26, 28, and 3 1 , as best understood in view of the rejections under 35 USC 112, 
second paragraph above, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,935,817 to Sasuetal. 

Sasu teaches a method for milling recesses (between airfoil blades 12) of a "gas turbine 
component" (re claim 31; see Figures 1-3 and at least col. I, lines 5-9, for example). The method 
uses a milling tool 28 having a disk-shaped or plate-shaped "base body" (labeled below in the 
partial reproduction of Figure 2) and at least one cutting body (such as either cutting inserts 32, 
or the combination of cutting inserts 32 with their respective elements "X" as labeled below) that 
is located on an outer periphery of the "base body", and which is "angled in relation to" the 
"base body" (see Figure 2). 

Re claim 28 as best understood, note that the "angle" of the "cutting body" described 
previously appears to "correspond approximately" to an angle between an "outside" surface of 
the "cutting body" and a (generally horizontal, for example, as viewed in Figure 2) disk-shaped 
or plate-shaped surface of the "base body" (see Figure 2, for example). 
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7. Claims 26, 28, and 3 1 , as best understood in view of the rejections under 35 USC 112, 
second paragraph above, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by GB 
2276575 (hereinafter GB '575). 

GB '575 teaches a method for milling "recesses" (between blades 16) of a "gas turbine 
component" (re claim 31; see page 1, first paragraph, as well as Figures 1-2, for example) using a 
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milling tool, such as either 20 or 30, for example (see Figure 1) including a plate-shaped or disk- 
shaped "base body" (see labeled reproduction of a portion of Figure 1 below). 




Note that either the legs shown extending vertically from the "base bodies" in 
combination with the cutting inserts at the ends thereof (the combination labeled above as 
"Example of a cutting body") can be considered a "cutting body" located on an outer periphery 
of the "base body". Alternatively, the cutting inserts alone can be considered to constitute 
"cutting bodies" as claimed. 
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In either case, note that the "cutting bodies" are "angled" in relation to the base bodies 
labeled above (see Figure 1). 

Re claim 28 as best understood, note that the "angle" of the "cutting body" described 
previously appears to "correspond approximately" to an angle between an "outside" surface of 
the "cutting body" and a (horizontal, for example, as viewed in Figure 1) disk-shaped or plate- 
shaped surface of the "base body" (see Figure 1). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erica E. Cadugan whose telephone number is (571) 272-4474. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 5:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David P. Bryant can be reached on (571) 272-4526. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
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like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Erica E Cadugan/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3726 
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